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The death 
of a law- 
abiding 
Polish 
immigrant 
at 
Vancouver International Airport, the 
sixth man to die in British Columbia 
after being Tasered, has again raised 
some public concerns about the 
weapon’s safety. Here are some 
things that TASER International and 
its customers would prefer remain 
unreported: 





At least 286 people in North America 
have died since 2001 after being 
stunned by the TASER’s 50,000 

volt discharge. Many of these cases 
involved multiple applications of 
electrical energy applied in “drive- 
stun” mode. 


According to a study reported in the 
peer-reviewed journal NAFE entitled 
“Forensic Engineering Analysis 

of Electro-Shock Weapon Safety” 
(December 2005, p. 19), “we can 
conclude the Taser M18 M26 can be 
lethal when used in the drive-stun 
mode of operation and can kill when 
contrasted to the reference criteria 
contained in commercial consensus 
standards and in other scholarly 
publications.” 


There is no way of knowing whether 
individual Taser weapons meet the 


Some Things TASER International 
does not want you to know 


by Cameron Ward 


manufacturer’s specifications. As 

there are no Canadian safety testing 
standards of any kind for the devices, it 
is entirely possible that some weapons 
discharge much more electrical energy 
than they are supposed to, and that 
police officers are unwittingly killing 
people as a result. 


TASER and the law enforcement 
community often point to other 

factors that they say actually cause 
death, such as drug or alcohol use 

or a phenomenon they have coined 
“excited delirium,” which is not 

a recognised medical condition. 
TASER International says so-called 
“excited delirium” is a potentially fatal 
condition. Here are some questions: 
How many people have died of 
“excited delirium” in the last five years 
in situations that did not involve law 
enforcement? Do people only reach 
potentially lethal levels of excitement 
or delirium when they are accosted by 
peace officers? 


The proponents of Tasers have not 
explained why a number of domestic 
animals, including dogs and pigs, 
died after being shocked. One such 
livestock fatality occurred earlier this 
year in Spokane, Washington, where a 
loose cow was repeatedly Tasered by 
sheriffs until it collapsed and died. 


Tasers are arguably being overused 
by police. They have reportedly been 


story con't on page 3 
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THE TASER-FIRST OPTION: 
The decline of civil rights and the New Earth Order (NEO) 
By George Simich 


Ten and one half hours after arriving in Canada, Robert Dziekanski lay dead on 
the floor of the Vancouver airport. Like all Canadians, stunned by this tragedy, my 
condolences go out to Mr. Dziekanski’s family and friends in both Canada and 
Poland. And like most tragedies, this disaster could have been avoided with a little 
common sense and compassion. 


But common sense and compassion are not the common currency of our law 
enforcement; for the police, enforcement remains the operative word. Whether it 
iS pepper spraying peaceful demonstrators or tasering a confused immigrant, force 
is the first alternative chosen by bullies with badges and batons. According to 
Amnesty International Canada, 


Several of the deceased were pepper sprayed before being tasered. Pepper 
spray, which acts on the mucus membranes and respiratory system, can 
further restrict breathing and has been associated with in-custody deaths 
in the USA and Canada. Amnesty International is concerned that use of 
multiple restraint techniques, including pepper spray, might increase the 
risk of respiratory failure. 


When our academies train our potential police officers, do they not conduct 
psychological assessments of the applicants to determine whether they are 
sociopaths, bullies, or simply emotionally or intellectually challenged? 


Does training not involve instruction in crisis intervention and prevention, a 
fundamental understanding of social work and sociology, basic psychology, 
constitutional law, and human rights? Do academies not provide the cadets with 
an ask questions first and shoot later policy? Maybe these officers were the ones 
who graduated at the bottom of their respective classes. Incompetent fools killed 


Mr. Dziekanski; this death was criminally negligent and morally repugnant. 
But Mr. Dziekanski’s death was only one of several. Once again, Amnesty 
International Canada: 
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JUST ANOTHER RANT 


oh, oregon. it’s the middle of the 
night and i’m awake thinking about 
you. 


i’m thinking about how forests are so 
much better than concrete at sponging 
up vast amounts of winter water. ìm | 
thinking about my springtime train 
ride through the pacific northwest, 
about the clearcuts and the stockpiles 
of lumber i saw there and all around 
me in oregon and washington 

and california, and here in british 
columbia. i wonder about this thing 
they call the ‘pineapple express’ 

and their reluctance to name it what it is, and the daily pile 
of dead trees in which they purvey and validate their own 
worldviews, and their daily coffee poured into daily paper 
cups, and their insistence on travelling in single passenger 
vehicles - switching from one source of fuel to another 
without really considering the impact of their corn based 
biofuel and their highways and all the other infrastructure 
that their god-given right to drive a car depends upon. 


while in vancouver recently, i met conrad schmidt. despite 
my anarchist tendencies, (i believe the current structure 

of government is founded on theft and murder and is 
primarily self-serving), i accept that i live in what is called 
a ‘parliamentary democracy’ and that, although it is hardly 
democratic, some progressive-minded folk believe they 

can change it from within. conrad is one brave (or crazy) 
enough to take on the task. street newz is not endorsing any 
political party, however we will soon be facing elections and 
it’s important to consider who’s out there - especially those 
who receive little or no attention otherwise. 


conrad gave me a copy of his book - workers of the world 
relax. i sat in a coffee shop on davie street with the book 
for an hour while waiting for a lunch date with a friend, 
and thought about 
conrad’s suggestion 
that we ask ourselves 
‘what is work,’ also 
a question bandied 
about by advocates 
of a guaranteed 
livable income for 
all. i’m actually 
‘working’ longer 
hours now than i did 
when i was a young 
and enthusiastic 
employee of a small 
software company in 
vancouver, in those 
days earning real 
money in exchange [A 
for my diligence 
and devotion. i now 


OPINION 


For several years I used to ask my Media Literacy students 
what a newspaper would look like if it was published by the 
poor instead of the rich. How would it be different? 





Would they cover stories about the Olympics from the same 
angle? Would they care about 
Britney Spears’ latest escapade? 
Would they have columns about 
fitness, obesity and the latest 

fads? Or would they run personal 
stories about how lives have been 
derailed? How to stay warm and 
dry when it’s cold and wet? Would 
their editorials ruminate on the 
incongruity of a province bigger 
than most European countries, 
blessed with so many natural 
resources and inhabited by fewer 
people than the city of London 
England yet we can still have 

such a huge number of poor and 
homeless people? 


I stopped asking that question a few 
years ago because The Street Newz 
hit the streets. Now I can show my 
students copies of a newspaper that 
gives voice to the poor. Victoria now has a newspaper that 
addresses the issues of poverty, violence and homelessness 
from the perspective of those dealing with the issues 
themselves. The faces of people who we see panhandling are 
now accompanied by poetry that they have written or art that 
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Defenders rally to stop the Spaet (Bear) Mountain Interchange, 
near Langford, which threatens another local forest. photo: Chris Cook 
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by Janine Bandcroft 


‘work’ more and earn less, but 
the difference is palpable. this 
work of alternative media isn’t 
something i look forward to 
escaping at the end of the week 
or for the requisite two weeks 
each year while i disappear on a holiday. this 
activist work, attempting to forge a brighter future, 
is on-going and inescapable. its ultimate reward 

is immeasurable, comprised ultimately, of a real 
sense of purpose at the end of the day. 














but i must tell you about the book --- conrad 
writes of a pivotal moment when, in 2003, he 
attended one of those massive 50,000+ rallies 

to protest the invasion of iraq. it was a powerful day, he 
writes, but he “sank in to melancholy watching many drive 
away in their cars. there we were, thousands of us happily 
protesting a war fought to prevent the collapse of our 
oil-dependent society ... what we had was passion, yet we 
lacked economics.” conrad writes about the absurdity of 
our endless production/consumption cycle, often for its own 
sake, at the expense of human freedom and environmental 
sustainability, and how political discussions often end with 
pro-green business solutions that do nothing more than 
maintain the status quo lifestyle rather than encourage real 
change. “as a society,” conrad writes, “we are going to have 
to ask ourselves why we are so committed to this course 

of reshaping the surface of the earth into an unsustainable 
wasteland.” 


as i write this much of oregon is under water. there were 
recently massive forest fires in california. remember last 
winter’s storm - the downed trees, the power outages? none 
of us are immune. some horrendous devastation could 
easily happen to us if deforestation continues at its present 
rate. mother nature, or the god(s) and/or goddess(es), or an 
evolutionary process, has decreed that the pacific northwest 
is (or was) a rainforest. 
the rains fall, and the 
diverse natural bioregion 
here has been capable of 
absorbing vast amounts of 
water and, in exchange, 
producing multitudinous 
life. now, much of it 
is covered in cement. 
your daily coffee cup, 
your newspaper and all 
its inserts, your toilet 
paper and kleenex, the 
stuff in your printer or 
photocopier .... where’s 
it from? can you do 
something to change that 
before the next global 
warming pineapple 
express? please? 

and thanks. 


© 


from Jim Pine 


they have produced. Stories written by street people often 
reflect an intelligence that we often think is lacking because 
of their ragged appearance. The Street Newz challenges our 
stereotypes and prejudices. 


To my Civics students I can point to The 
Street Newz as an example of democratic 
citizenship and free speech. It is run by 
people who are not passive about their rights 
and responsibilities and know that an active, 
informed citizenry is the surest way to 
maintain a healthy democracy. 


The Street Newz provides a source of 
income for many vendors. There is look of 
pride and dignity on the faces of vendors 
because they are not begging, they are 
offering for sale a reflection of their world 
that is interesting and thought-provoking. 


The Street Newz connects the 
disenfranchised to the rest of the 
community. Their stories, poetry and art 
put a human face to the panhandler, the 
mentally ill and the addicted. The paper 
reminds us all of the dictum: “There but for 
the grace of God, go I.” 


Ironically, without The Street Newz, we’d all be poorer. 


Jim Pine teaches Media Literacy and Civics at Victoria High 
School. 


photo by Christina Nikolic, from Elfrida’s Our Place Art Project 
- www.helpingvictoria.ca. 
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What TASER Doesn’t Want You to Know „cont'd from page 1 Tasers First: Declining Civil Rights 


used to shock children as young as six (in Florida) and an 82 year old woman was recently 
shocked in Chicago. Amnesty International studied 271 fatalities and found that the victim 
was unarmed in all but 22 of the cases. Most of these victims 
were no risk to anyone. 


Clearly, Tasers are involved in taking, not saving, lives. 


November 21 update: At least seven more people have 

died after being stunned with TASER weapons since 
Robert Dziekanski’s death was captured on video. They are 
Donald Clark, Asheville, North Carolina (Oct. 14), Quilem 
Registre, 39, Montreal, Quebec (Oct. 17), Stefan McMinn, 
44, Hendersonville, North Carolina (Nov. 2), Jarrel Gray, 
20, Frederick, Maryland (Nov. 18), Christian Allen, 21, 
Jacksonville, Florida (Nov. 18), Jesse Saenz, 20, New Mexico 
(Nov. 18) and Conrad Lowman, Jacksonville, Florida (Nov. 
20). Every one of these men left behind a loving family, but 
none of their deaths were captured on videotape. 


November 22 update: A 45 year old Nova Scotia man, 
Howard Hyde, has died today after being Tasered the day 
before. 


November 29 update: Another man is dead after being 
Tasered. The latest casualty is Ashley Stephens, 28, of Ocala, 
Florida. 


Cameron Ward (www.cameronward.com) is a Vancouver based 
lawyer, practising primarily in the areas of civil litigation, 
administrative law and criminal law. Mr. Ward has a particular 
interest in social justice issues and has represented a number of activists who have become involved 
in legal proceedings. His clients have included environmental advocates, antiwar demonstrators, 
students opposed to foreign policy initiatives, the homeless, First Nations people, and others. 


Are Victoria Police Misogynists? 
from Morthan Streetwiiz 


FACT: When my friend was beat up by a street thug, and the police had arrived, I was 
pushed back - not once, but twice (standing on the same spot) when I tried to go to him to 
see if he was alright; and told that if I did not answer their questions immediately, I would be 
charged with interfering with a police investigation, and obstruction of justice. I had arrived 
after the fact, and was intimidated by the kop’s malevolent glare. I am a petite woman. 


FACT: When I HAD to call the police to have a destructive male removed from my home, 
the police treated me as though I was at fault when I started crying and demanding my 
money back because the person had stolen $120 from my wallet. The kop advanced up the 
stairs to where I was seated, stood leaning over me in my face, and told me to calm down or 
I would be charged with disturbing the peace. This made me cry more, which made the kop 
more disdainful, asking me if I had seen the culprit take the money and if I could prove it 
was stolen. I said “could you at least check his person to see if my money is there? It was 
in my wallet before I ran out to a phone to call you.” The kop said “no,” and told me I’d 
better be quiet. Is this a ‘good old boys’ town? 


FACT: How come I could be stalked for three years before it became illegal to stalk 
women? Why was Victoria so behind the rest of the country in having anti-stalking laws? 
Are the police in Victoria misogynists? Who gives? 


Vancouver: City hotel policies could increase homelessness by 1000s 


The City of Vancouver’s Single Room Accommodation (SRA) bylaw is not protecting 

residential hotel rooms for low income people. It also appears to be getting ready to gut or 
end the bylaw entirely, thus forcing single people on welfare to find nonexistent housing in 
other parts of the city for $375 a month. 


“We complained about the Columbia Hotel on September, 5th,” 
said Wendy Pedersen of the Carnegie Community Action Project 
(CCAP). It was refusing to rent to new renters by the month and 
charging $200 a week instead.” Under the SRA bylaw, which was 
designed to maintain housing for the city’s low income people, the 
hotel is only allowed to rent 10 per cent of its rooms by the day 
and week. CCAP complained to the city and later sent the city 
photos of the Columbia’s sign which only mentions renting by the 
day or week, and a link to the Columbia’s website which offers 
accommodation for backpackers. “Now it’s December and the Hotel’s website (http://www. 
columbiahotel.ca) is still seeking backpackers,” said Pedersen. “Meanwhile, low income 
residents of the area can’t afford $800 per month to stay in the Columbia and its 73 rooms 
are lost to the low income community.” 





CCAP is also appalled that the city is actually considering ending the SRA bylaw. Page 11 
of the report to city council on City/Province Social and Supportive Housing Partnership 
December 12, 2007 (vancouver.ca/ctyclerk/cclerk/20071212/documents/sc1.pdf), suggests 
that the SRA bylaw could become history as soon as 2008. 


“City officials told us that the SRA bylaw would protect low rent rooms,” said Pedersen. 
“But it isn’t protecting the rooms and now the city is using the possibility of getting 1200 
more units from the province as an excuse to allow hotel owners to demolish or convert.” 


“We still have over 2000 homeless people in this city,” said Pedersen. “We know of 561 
units that have closed this year and only 30 have been opened. For next year and 2009 
together, we might get 373 new units. After that, we expect more, but not enough to even 
house everyone who is homeless now, let alone house people the city allows to be evicted 
from hotels.” 


“We need a moratorium on SRO closures,” said Pedersen “and to prevent evictions, the 
Province should change tenancy laws by controlling rent increases on the unit not on the 
person.” 


CCAP challenges Mayor Sullivan and City staff on their accounting of new housing to be 
built by 2010. For CCAP’s list of the Real Number of new housing units for low income 
people, email Jean at jean.swanson@ gmail.com. 
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Paul Pritchard captured Robert 
Dziekanski’s taser incident on tap 





Victoria Street Newz 


which fires two barbed darts at a distance, causing instant 
incapacitation to the target by delivering a 50,000 volt 
electro-shock. The weapons can also be 
applied close-up as stun guns. All but two 
of the nine who died were unarmed. 


Until an independent inquiry determines what 
part, if any, the taser played in the deaths of 
all victims of this weapon, a moratorium is 
the only pragmatic option. The police will still 
have their pepper spray, batons, and guns for 
protection. 


Aside from the question of lethality of the 
taser, a second consideration needs addressing. 
Does this weapon encourage the police to 
disregard other options that would be equally 
effective, but involve a more complex and 
time-consuming process of negotiation? 
Instead of negotiating and reasoning with us, 
the police choose, as a first option, to taser or 
to pepper spray us. This is unacceptable and 
illegal—at best it is common assault. 


The police, after all, seem to consider 
themselves an armed, civilian military 
patrolling our streets. Because of recent, 
repugnant acts by “terrorists,” human rights 
have diminished in every democracy. And 
the abuses of police power in these tragic situations are, in part, a 
bi-product of anti-terrorism legislation and the New Earth Order, 
which has substantially altered the nature of our democracies. 





Our civil liberties vanished in a Cheshire cat grin. Benjamin 
Franklin wrote, “Those who would give up Essential Liberty 

to purchase a little Temporary Safety deserve neither Liberty 

nor Safety.” Inalienable rights cannot be surrendered; that is 

what inalienable means. Our leaders and rulers can only deprive 

us of our rights through tyranny. Democracy guarantees our 
rights—rights we extend to each other—through constitutional and 
common law. 


As our employees, the police answer to us. If people are not 
involved in criminal activity, then the police need to understand 
that they must explain their actions to us, if they interfere in our 
lives on a whim. We decide what the policy will be regarding this 
taser-first option, because these weapons are used against us. 


Our tax dollars purchase these weapons and our taxes pay 
politicians to protect our rights against police abuse and excessive 
force. As citizens, living in a constitutional democracy, we do not 
answer to the police, they answer to us; if not, then this is a police 
state, not a policed state. 

Now, four officers should face criminal charges for violating 

Mr. Dziekanski’s inalienable rights; rights these police officers 
are there to protect. The RCMP murdered Mr. Dziekanski, then 
they lied about it; and we might easily find ourselves in a similar 
situation. 


Although the police did not intend to kill Mr. Dziekanski, his death 
remains either criminally negligent homicide or manslaughter; 
these four officers should face the consequences of their actions. 
Several eyewitnesses, including one who had the presence of mind 
to tape the incident, can provide excellent testimony. And we have 
all viewed the footage. What will 
justice for Mr. Dziekanski look like? 


source: Www.amnesty.ca/resource_ 
centre/reports 


George Simich is a Rebel without a 
Pause for social justice, anti-war, anti- 
capital punishment, environmentalist, 
anti-nuke and fighting the good fight 
since Vietnam. 
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From Seattle --Throwaway Women 


Real Change Founder Timothy Harris interviews Journalist Silja Talvi 


Journalist Silja Talvi has written extensively on race, gender, 
and poverty for more than a decade, with a focus on the War 
on Drugs and the growth of the U.S. prison system. Her first 
book, Women Behind Bars: The Crisis of Women in the U.S. 
Prison System, documents the sharp increase in the number of 
women in prison and how the penal system has dismally failed 
to adapt to their needs. 


The United States leads the world as jailer of its citizens. 
Help us understand what that means. 


We have 2.24 million people in prison. That’s the size of 

a small country. What tends to help people picture it more 
clearly is that we have 732 people per 100,000 in prison, 
which actually works out to | in 42, and these are people 
just doing time. We have 6.5 million under some form of 
correctional supervision, which is tremendous. And again 
this does not include people who are cycling through the 

jail system. Somebody, say, who’s been picked up on drunk 
driving charges. So if you’re on a bus, and say there are sixty 
people on it, three would be under correctional supervision. 


What is the logic of incarceration and who benefits? 


That’s a tough question to answer. It differs from state to 
state and sometimes county to county. Sometimes it’s that if 
we arrest these people and lock them up, we’re guaranteed 
more funding. In the case of New Mexico, it’s private, for- 
profit prisons. They have the highest percentage of private 
prisons of any state in the nation, I lived there for awhile and 
couldn’t believe how they were all in bed with each other. 
The politicians sometimes even come through as wardens and 
administrators of these prisons. Governor [Bill] Richardson 
himself, who is now a presidential candidate, has very strong 
ties to private prisons. 


The argument was that violent crime will go down, and drug 
use will go down. Well, drug use keeps going up, and we 
certainly have some of the highest rates of drug use in the 
world. And now violent crime is ticking up again as we have 
the highest number of people in prison we’ve ever had. So it’s 
not working. 


If rehabilitation isn’t the goal anymore, what is? 


Well, there are different theories. Bruce Western at Harvard 
says we have a whole class of disposable people. They’re 
unemployed. They’re poor, They’re out in our communities 
and they’re too visible, and that it’s an easy way to manipulate 
our unemployment rate. Once we throw them in prison, they’re 
no longer unemployed or underemployed. So I think that has a 
lot to do with it. 


What is driving the disproportional increase in women’s 
incarceration? 


What’s driving it mostly has to do with the drug war. So 
women are being locked up for long periods of time on even 
minor possessions. The women’s incarceration rate has grown 
757 percent since 1977. Women are only about 8 percent of the 
people in prison, and in jails they’re about 13 percent. But they 
used to be a tiny percentage. 

They’re being hit with charges that were originally designed 
for high-level drug traffickers and gangsters. And these are 

the federal conspiracy charges and they are being applied very 
broadly. Unfortunately, a conspiracy charge can send you to 
prison for 20 to 50 years. 


We have no way of quantifying it, but part of what’s happening 
is that women tend to snitch less. They’re very worried about 
their partners or their loved ones. This is something we also 
see in domestic violence cases — “Yes, he’s beating the shit 
out of me, but I don’t want him to get arrested” — to the point 
where he’s dragged off somewhere and the next day it’ll be, 
“No, I don’t want to press charges.” Any cop will tell you how 
common that is. 


This book must have been emotionally difficult. 


It was. As a journalist, these women are my subjects. I am 

not supposed to be friends with them, but in truth I am. I am 
friends with women who are survivors. These are women who 
don’t trust anyone in the outside, they have been screwed their 
whole lives. And to get letters from them and their family 
members saying you gave us this 
ray of hope, that someone is actually 
listening to me, that’s a good feeling. 


Timothy Harris (apesmaslament. 
blogspot.com) is the Founder and 
Executive Director of Real Change 
News (www.realchangenews.org) 
in Seattle Washington. This article 
was excerpted and reprinted from 
Real Change News, courtesy of the 
© Street News Service: www.street- 
J papers.org 
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From Vancouver -- Inside Insite: A Visit to Vancouver's Supervised Safe 
Injection Site In Search of a Fresh Perception of this Misunderstood Issue. 


by Tavis W. Dodds 


There are some strong opinions out there 
about Insite, Canada’s only supervised site for 
substance abuse victims to inject themselves 
with illegal narcotics. On the previous 
weekend, I’d attended a huge block party rally 
for Insite on Carrall Street that shut down 
traffic for hours with live bands, stilt walkers 
and free BBQ. The enforcement pillar of 

the drug industry, the police department, 
lobbies the governments to shut down the 
facility. The whole project has survived on 
six month exemptions to Canada’s drug laws, 
leaving staff and clients not knowing how 
long the site will last. Vancouver’s Mayor 
Sam Sullivan makes statements on both sides 
of this fence and has stated that Insite might 
make the transition to distributing legal drugs. 
I decided to see for myself what the center 

is like from the clients’ view, so on a rainy 
Tuesday afternoon, I headed down Hastings 
Street from Main and entered Insite’s frosted 
door bedecked with stylized needle logo and 
window, all with dark green trim. 


Sickened people sway back and forth, leaning 
on shopping carts. It smells like industrial 
cleaner. The room inside the door is like 

a coat check room for shopping carts —all 

the worldly possessions of perhaps a dozen 
people. A man at a desk asks my name. 
“Ever been here before?” “No.” 


A lady with a clipboard is assigned to give me 
an orientation. She makes it very clear that 
nothing must exchange hands in the building. 
Also, no one can help me inject drugs into 
myself. They give me a syringe, alcohol 
swabs, a little metal bowl, and water in tiny 
blue plastic containers. 


The next room is like a collaboration between 
William S. Burroughs and H. R. Geiger. Seats 
face into stainless steel cubicles built out of 
the mirrored wall. It’s very bright. A lady at 
the end spurts blood out of her arm all over 
her cubicle. There is a big man there whose 
job it is to watch the injection room, and he 
wipes up the blood and gives the lady a band- 
aid. 


The glare is so strong it makes you blink at 
your reflection, which distorts as the drugs 
take effect or wear off or not work. Research 
on the cocaine in the DTES shows the drugs 
to be as low as 10% cocaine and the rest 
amphetamine or other chemicals that produce 
a rush similar to inhalants. The people doing 
this sort of drug twitch and fiddle with their 
needles. They are in agony. Once one has 
been trapped into slavery to this drug there 

is often nothing left but an all consuming 
need for more. These addicts clearly hate the 
substances they crave. The spastic fidgeting is 
like poisoned bugs. 


Two chairs over from me is an old man, 
presentably dressed. He’s on heroin, the other 
drug. He nods slowly, slouching down in the 
relief of fixing. Heroin hurts when you don’t 
have it, but now that the old man has had it he 
seems almost okay. His eyes rolls up slightly 
and says something about not being allowed 
to shake hands. 


We are ushered out into the next room, a “chill 
out room.” A man behind a counter hands out 
styrofoam cups of what looks like soup. On 
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the street outside the green door a police car 
pulls up next to a cluster of people sheltering 
from the rain. The police squawk their siren 
and the crowd quickly disperse. Around the 
corner, in Blood Alley, people sprawl out in 
the muck. A woman fills her syringe from 

a puddle. Others sift through the sludgey 
buildup everywhere in hopes of finding lost 
drugs. One woman is particularly spastic, and 
a tall Jamaican man walking past says to her 
“You have to slow down! You’re going to 
kill yourself if you don’t slow down. Or go 
to Insite!” “Go to Insite!” echoes someone 
else. It’s impossible to tell if the woman hears 
them. 


In the National Post story “Four Blocks of 
Hell,” and in nearly all the coverage of DTES 
drug epidemics, the dealers are mentioned to 
be plying their wares in plain sight, but this 

is not the reality. It is true that you can see 
drugs being sold, but this is an industry where 
the retail level customers serve themselves 
and the real dealers drive Mercedes. The 
drug industries, both the illicit one and Big 
Pharma, are trillion dollar industries. We are 
meant to believe that an industry this size can 
be conducted by bike gangs and a few dirty 
businessmen? This is macroeconomics and at 
this level all industries are inextricably linked, 
from tourism to energy to security. 


How many degrees away are the real dealers 
from our elected officials; both Vancouver 
and BC have been purchasing rooming houses 
at way over the assessed value, contributing 
to real estate hysteria, and giving millions of 
tax dollars to several companies known to be 
associated with narcotics distribution. Crystal 
Meth labs are found in $10 million homes 

in Jericho Beach. Maybe we should look to 
the Four Seasons Hotel for the real dealers, 
listen to MLA Lorne Mayencourtt presenting 
his plan to build forced labour camps for 
substance abuse victims to detox in rural 
environments. 


The higher we go the closer to reality we seem 
to get, until it starts making more sense to 
believe what the police originally said when 
they raided the BC Legislature Building, that 
they were investigating a drug trafficking 
ring. Police later said that they covered up 
information because it “made the government 
look bad.” We’d be better to look for truth 
not in the Basi-Virk trial, but perhaps in the 
NFB film Citizen Sam, in which Sullivan 
defends his having bought crack for a kid 

to smoke in Sullivan’s van so the concerned 
leader could watch the effects. “Give out free 
drugs,” Sam jokes in the film, “that’s how to 
get the homeless vote.” Is this reality — state 
and capital conspiring to suck profits out of a 
plague whose victims litter the streets? If this 
is the case, then what can anyone do beyond 
damage control, or harm reduction? God 
damn the pusher man. 


Tavis has been floating back and forth across 
Canada for 5 years of solidarity with the 
homeless, as both a homeless person and a 
homeless activist. His work has appeared in 
Monday Magazine, The Christian Radical, 
and AlbertaViews Magazine, and he is a 
regular contributer to The Republic of East 
Vancouver Newspaper. 
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Free University !! 
by C‘daoim 


Well it shouldn’t take too much effort to 
come up with a reason to believe that there 
is no way that you could get yourself some 
exposure to a university education. That 
idea, which you have in your head right now, 
is a good one but it’s not close to the truth of 
the matter. The ones that I liked to believe 
were no money, didn’t finish high school, too old, too poor, disabled, 
or even homeless. Yet the facts are that these are just not good enough 
reasons to let an opportunity of a lifetime pass you by. 


There are a group of unsung volunteers here in Victoria that has been, 
for a couple of years now, bringing this chance to people who felt that 
they didn’t have the opportunity either. The reason I know this is that I 
am one of those who fell into that category, and also one of those who 
benefited from such a great opportunity. The volunteers are real UVic 
professors and students, some who are doing graduate work, and they 
want to bring education for free to as many people as they can in a series 
of courses designed to really bring new ideas, new avenues of thought, 
and present new perspectives on issues that we all talk about but never 
find ourselves in the position to explore in detail. Then we get the 
chance to debate these issues in small groups, consisting of peers, who 
are all there for the same reason. 


I know the next thought, what’s it going to cost me? Nothing. Well, 
actually, at most three bus tickets. One ticket to go an information 
session, one to get back home, and the final ticket to get to UVic on the 
first day of class. Everything else is paid for, food, bus fare, reading 
material, books, even the pens and paper. As if it couldn’t get even 
easier, for those with children they take care of the childcare problems if 
that is one of your reasons for thinking that you also could not participate 
in learning to learn. On top of this you can’t fail, because your ideas and 
thoughts on the topics involved are just as relevant as anyone else’s in 
that room for a couple of hours twice a week. 


Each week ends with you being given an assignment to hand in, if you 
choose, and that is where you get to express your ideas on the topic. 
Professors, who are more than willing to give you feedback to help 

you along the road of learning to learn, will review your ideas. No 
judgement, no negativity, and if you feel you need a little guidance or 
even access to more information on the topic or tools to process and 
express your ideas the UVic students are more than willing to offer these 
to you without any reservations. There is a lot of healing in that room as 
well as learning to learn. 


Then, after a few months of this, a completion ceremony that includes 
getting a certificate of completion that, well one now sits in a frame on 
my wall saying I’ve been exposed to university. It doesn’t stop there if 
that is what you wish, because there are a couple of courses to continue 
your journey. Then the University does everything it can to help you 
try and get enrolled either part time or full time as a student at UVic 

by exploring a few different paths that you can follow to become a 
University student. 


So, if you want to give yourself a real step forward, contact Becky at 
Unil01 @uvic.ca and find that confidence you may have thought was 
eluding you. 


David Arthur Johnston’s Update from the Streetz 


Wed, 14 Nov 2007 - Cops Initiate ‘Homeless’ Registry In Victoria 


This morning, moments before the opening of Our Place, the main drop- 
in center in Victoria at Johnson and Douglas, police rolled up and started 
taking the names of everyone waiting for it to open. Approximately 

20 to 30 people were there and it is unknown, at this time, if everyone 
cooperated or if the police just got whom they were hunting, if that was 
the case. They opened at 7:00 AM and police left before 7:30 AM. The 
police admitted that they were taking their own ‘homeless survey.’ 


St. Ann’s update Nov. 20th: homeless responsible for global warming 


We got the city’s affidavits it is going to use to defend the anti-camping 
bylaw. Homeless people are killing all the endangered plants in the parks 
and disturbing bird habitat. There are photocopies of newspaper articles 
about the Mayor’s Homelessness Taskforce, a cop admitting to adhering 
to an “unwritten policy” of waking people up at 7:00AM and stating 

that people have always been able to sleep in the park with a blanket or 
sleeping bag, but not tents, tarps or any structure that can actually divert 
the weather. There is also much budget type documentation showing the 
hundreds of thousands of dollars it takes to ‘take care’ of ‘these’ people. 
Apparently, it costs about $500 to put out a fire at the beach. 


St. Ann’s update- Dec. 4th, 2007 (www.angelfire.com/apes/hatrackman) 


JANUARY 9th and 10th, 2008, has been set aside for the Supreme Court 
to hear why the province thinks the Charter Challenge should be 
discontinued. The beginning of the Challenge is scheduled to begin on 
JANUARY 28TH. Side note- my trial for the NO LOITERING sign 
protest in the library courtyard has been adjourned to April 18th, 2008, to 
await the results of the Charter Challenge (which, in part, will determine 
the constitutionality of chattel prohibitions, and the NO LOITERING 
signs also include NO CHATTELS). 
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Chattel Chatter 


by Christopher Charles Rivers 


“Beetlejuice! Beetlejuice! BEETLEJUICE!!!” 


You’ll have to excuse me for hoping that would be the easiest way to get in touch 
with Victoria-area binner Will, since he prefers to go by the name Beetlejuice, and 
hey — just shouting the name three times worked in the movie. 


Lately, though, 
Beetlejuice, 

51, has been 
experiencing 
anything but happy 
endings. Some 
time ago his trailer, 
which he used to 
collect refundable 
containers, got 
stolen from him. 
Even worse, 

his friends have 
had their trailers 
confiscated, and he 
believes destroyed. 


“We had a spot to 
store [our trailers], 
We said we’d move it within a week, but they put “em on the street and they got 
taken and that’s all my stuff gone. My tools, my bike, my home.” He also recounted 
another experience where “friends of mine that happen to be drug addicts set them 
down in a spot, locked them up. The police officers pinched ‘em for gettin’ high, and 
cut [the trailers] into little pieces, threw them in the trash,” said Beetlejuice. 





These trailers, created by Mill Bay resident Tony Hoar (www.tonystrailers.com) and 
given to binners, are an important part of their lives. They not only provide a way for 
street residents to create income, but often contain everything that person owns. “For 
a homeless person, confiscation is traumatic,” says Hoar. “They lose it. And then they 
don’t get cooperation from the police, and they’re entitled to it as much as anyone 
else.” 


Under the Streets and Traffic Bylaw, any goods left blocking the sidewalk are subject 
to confiscation. If someone’s stuff gets left out on the street, police will try to find the 
owner. “If there is anything to link the chattel to the person, we’ll try to track down 
the owner,” explained Sgt. Grant Hamilton. It is a good idea to put your name on 
your things. 


If you have something like a trailer with a serial number, copy the serial number 

so you can give it to police if the trailer gets stolen or confiscated. Sgt. Hamilton 
suggests that people who leave their stuff on the street get a friend to watch it. He 
also suggests that police stations and Streetlink have lockers that can be used to leave 
some property in a safe place. 


If police know who the owners are, they will try to warn owners before confiscating 
their belongings “We’ll ask them to not sit there and clean up their stuff, make sure 
your belongings aren’t on the sidewalk,” says Hamilton. “We always try the soft 
approach first. When we have repeat offenders, though, where we’ve warned them 
before, in those cases we will issue them a ticket for chattel on the sidewalk, seize 
that property. They get charged a detention or removal fee depending on the weight 
of the item, and then pay an impound fee to get it back.” 


After police confiscate someone’s stuff, the owners will have to pay a $10 initial 
ticket, and then a $2 a day impound fee if it weighs less than 10kgs to get it back. 
For heavier items, such as trailers, it is a $25 ticket, then a $5 a day impound fee. If 
the property is not 
claimed within 30 
days, it then could 
face destruction or 
auction. 


| For Beetlejuice, 

Ay though, nothing 
will bring back his 
trailer or the stuff 
in it. “Tony’s given 
me two trailers and 
they’re both gone. 
Two trailers that 
cost $700 apiece, 
gone,” Beetlejuice 
said. “I just don’t 
know man.” 


PBSC-UVic is a 
student organization 
that is not able to 

= give legal advice. 
This article is intended as legal information only. Should you have a specific legal problem, 
it is advisable to consult a lawyer. Special thanks to Irene Faulkner of Underhill, Faulkner, 
Boies-Parker for her assistance. For more information on our organization, please visit: 
www.pbsc-uvic.ca. 


The UVic Chapter of Pro Bono Students Canada (PBSC) wants to help answer some 
of your questions about the law. If you'd like to suggest a topic, please drop ideas off 
at Street Newz 5 mailbox at 1027 Pandora Ave. or email us at pbsc.articles@gmail. 
com. 
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Some Food Resources 


9-10 CLUB (ST. ANDREW’S SOUP KITCHEN) 
740 View St. Victoria, B.C. V8W 1J8 ph:388-5571 8 - 10am seven days a week. 
Church-run club providing daily meals on a drop-in basis. 


please call 
ANAWIM COMPANION SOCIETY 383-5144 ext 
973 Caledonia Street Victoria B.C. V8T 1E7 phone: 382-0283 ae, 
Mon, Tues, Thurs 10am - 5 pm, Weds, Fri 1Oam8pm, Sat 10am 4pm T. or 
Laundry, showers, meals, clothing, limited housing spaces. changes 


GOLDSTREAM FOOD BANK 

761 Station Rd (Legion Basement), Langford, B.C. phone: 474-4443 

1st three Tues & Weds of each month, 10 am - 2:30 pm. Closed 2nd wk of Dec. 
Serving the Western Communities from View Royal to Metchosin 


FOOD NOT BOMBS - a collectively run food kitchen. Ph: 383-5144, ext 1940 
Free vegetarian serving Sundays, 3 pm - Harris Green (Pandora & Vancouver) 
Bring plastic containers for bowls, bags 4 produce. http://resist.ca/~fnb-victoria 
FRUIT AND VEGGIE BOX 

C/o Blanshard Community Centre 
James Bay Community Project 


WorkLink Employment Society phone: 478-9525 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre phone: 384-3211 


Wholesale prices, various size boxes. Pay first, pick up following wk. 


JAMES BAY COMMUNITY SCHOOL 

140 Oswego Street, Victoria, B.C. V8V 2B1 phone: 389-1470 

-Seniors Dinners on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 5 PM - $5.75 

-Community Dinners Weds, approx. every other mth, usually $4 & $2 -12 & under. 
Tickets must be purchased at the centre in advance-Community school cafe open 
Mon - Fri 11:45 am -12:30 pm. $3.25 & child 2.75. 


MEALS ON WHEELS phone: 479-6900 

For residents of Greater Victoria who, because of age, disability or illness, are unable to 
prepare an adequate meal for themselves, have inadequate cooking facilities, have no 
one to prepare meals, or have health and social needs. Referrals from doctors, health 
& Social Services agencies, concerned friends, family, or personal requests. Current 
cost of meals- $6.75. In addition to nutritional benefits, some social interaction. 


MUSTARD SEED STREET CHURCH www.mustardseed.ca 

625 Queens Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8T 1L9 phone: 953-1575 

Outreach: Mon-Fri 8am-4pm, Food bank: M,T, W, Th 9-11:45am, 12:30-2:00 pm M, W, 

F - Family Hampers, Th - Singles & Couples w/out children. Food bank is closed the 
week following welfare cheque day. Drop in for food, friendship, counseling, and crisis 
intervention. Food hampers available. One visit/mth. 


OUR PLACE (formerly the Open Door) 

713 Johnson St., Victoria, BC V8W 1M8 

7am - 3 pm Monday to Friday, closed weekends 
Victoria's ‘Living Room’ - a drop in centre with free sandwiches, doughnuts, coffee, tea 
bread,, clothing room, counseling, referrals, sometimes produce & pet clinic. 


SAINT SAVIOUR’S KITCHEN 
310 Henry Street, Church Hall (VicWest) phone: 384-8773 
Rainbow Kitchen for everyone, Monday thru Friday, noon - 1:30 pm 


ST. VINCENT DE PAUL SOCIETY 

828 View Street, Victoria B.C. V8W 1K2 phone: 382-0712 

9 am-12:30 pm, 1:30 pm-4:30 pm Mon-Friday, Tues aft for Women 

Must be 19 yrs, unless referred by parents, ASK, or Soc Services. Food, clothing, 
household items. Home visits, food vouchers for parents w/children. 


SALVATION ARMY, Family Services and Counselling (singles, too) 
2695 Quadra, at Hillside ph: 386-8521 Monday Friday,9 am 3:30 pm 
Emergency food hampers, clothing & small housewares vouchers. 
Extra shelter space only available in sub zero temperatures. 


SIKH TEMPLE 
Blackwood at Topaz (towards summit park), enter right side door 
Every Sunday at noon - Free food serving, lentil dahl and chapatis, etc. 


STREETLINK EMERGENCY SHELTER 
1634 Store St., Victoria, B.C. V8W 1S2 ph: 384-3634, office 383-1951 
Free dinner 7 days a week, 3 pm for meal ticket, serving at 3:30 


ST. JOHN THE DIVINE 

1611 Quadra St., Victoria, B.C., V8W 2L5 phone: 383 7169 

Food bank open Tues & Fridays, 10 am-noon, in church basement. (Closed Fri and 
Tuesday after Welfare Wednesday, and Tuesdays after Monday stat.) 


UPPER ROOM SOCIETY 

919 Pandora Avenue, Victoria, B.C., V8V 3P4 phone: 388-7112 
Office Hrs: Mon-Fri 9am-4pm_ Meals: Mon-Sat 12-1pm, 45:30 pm 
Meal pass costs $26 a month, or $1 at the door. 


phone: 388-7696 
phone: 388-7844 


phone: 385-2454 


Good Food Box Program - Duncan area - 250-746-4204, www.providence.bc.ca. 


Housing Resources 
No Cost for Service, Time Limited Stay 

Salvation Army (Emerg men only) 525 Johnson Street, 384-3396 
Streetlink 1634 Store Street, 383-1951 
Sandy Merriman House (for women) 809 Burdett Avenue, 480-1408 
Sobering & Assessment Ctr (24 hr) 1125 Pembroke (@ Cook) 213-4444 
Out of the Rain (Youth 15-25) 812-0490 winter only, various locations 
Kiwanis Youth Shelter (13-18) 2117 Vancouver St., 386-8282 
479-3963 
Sooke Transition House 642-2591 Women with or without children 


Hill House - Women with children 


Vic. Women's Transition House 385-6611 Women with or w/out kids 

Cridge Centre for the Family 1190 Kings Rd 386-7291 Women & kids 

Kiwanis House for single women 16-29 w/ one child 382-1004 

Margaret Laurence House 995-0058 Women &kids escaping abuse 
Low Cost Monthly Rentals 

Ritz Hotel - 710 Fort Street, 381-1868 

Fairfield Hotel - 710 Cormorant St., 386-1621 

York Hotel - 711 Johnson Street, 385-2544 

Douglas Hotel - 1450 Douglas Street, 383-4157 

Turtle Refuge Backpackers - 1608 Quadra Street 386-4471 


Vic.toria Human Exchange Society - 361- 2762, www.humanx.org 


please call 383-5144 ext 0137 
with any additions or changes 


Extreme Outreach - men only, $350 + dep. No alcohol or drugs. 708-2064 
Subsidized and/or Supported Housing Services 


BC Housing (subsidized - low income families, 55+, or w/disabilities) 
301- 3440 Douglas Street, 475-7550 www.bchousing.org 


Burnside Gorge Community Assoc. 388-5251 members.shaw.ca/bgca 


Capital. Region Housing (subsidized, low income families, 55+, disabilities) 
623 Fisgard, 388-6422 www.crd.bc.ca/housing 


Coordinated Housing Registry (subsidized & ipponta housing) 
www.coolaid.org 826 Cormorant St. 356-254 


M'Akola Housing Society 384-1423 
Pacifica Housing Advisory Assoc. (families) 827 Fisgard 385-2131 


Pacifica Housing Serv/Downtown Outreach Serv (connects low-income folk w/ 
housing in private sector) 826 Cormorant 356-2555 


Pandora Youth Apts 753 Pandora, For 15-19 yrs, Andrea - 380-2663 
St.Vincent de Paul Soc. 382-2767 www.svdpvictoria.com/services/ 
Victoria Senior Citizen Housing Society #501-620 View, 384-3434 


Housing Searches on the Internet 


BC Housing Subsidized Housing List 
Brown Bros. Property Management 
BC Co-Operative Housing 

Camosun Off Campus Housing List 
David Burr Property Management 
Off Campus Housing for students 


www.bchousing.org 
www.brownbros.com 
www.chf.bc.ca/ 
http://www.myidealhome.com/ccss 
www.davidburr.com 


housing.uvic.ca/ads/index.php 
www.homes4students.ca 


Helpful Housing Hints 
1. Add your name to the BC Housing list. 
2. Add your name to the Coordinated Housing Registry. 


3. Get the addresses & phone numbers of subsidized or supported housing units 
from the Cool Aid Society, the BGCA, M’Akola, etc. If you find one you like, make 
friends, impress them, ask them to pull your name off the list. They can let you in, 
but you have to be listed with BC Housing first. 











Breakfast Club 


First Saturday: Christ Church Cathedral at St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church Hall 
- 680 Courtney St., 7:45-9:30 am 


Second Saturday: St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Hall, 680 Courtney St, 8-10 am 
Third Saturday: Glad Tidings Pentecostal Church Hall, 1800 Quadra St. 8-10 
Fourth Saturday: Central Baptist Church, 833 Pandora, 8-10 am; 385-7786 





Fifth Saturday: BC Ferry Workers’ Union at St. Andrew’s Hall, 8-10 am 





DAY WORKERS FOR HIRE 


We provide dependable labour for the odd jobs that arise in your 


home, office, or business. All wages go directly to the workers. 


101-749 Pandora, 388-9296 
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Some places to call for help 


Action Committee of People with Disabilites - 926 View St., 383-4105 

Adult Addiction Comm. Treatment Serv: 2nd floor, 1250 Quadra, 727-3544 

AIDS Vancouver Island: 1601 Blanshard St., 384-2366 

Alano Club: 1402 Broad St, 383-9151 

Alcoholics Anon: #8, 2020 Douglas, 383-7744 (help), 383-0415 (off) 

Cool-Aid Medical Clinic: 385-1466 

Cool-Aid Phone Message Service ($5/mth): 383-1977 

Credit Counselling - 477-9998 

Foundation of Support of Recovery for Men: 480-1342 

HomelessNation.org - online community - 130-3 pm, Wednesdays, 755 Pandora 
Grief/Bereavement Counsel: Lorraine Jasmin, R.P.C., 1198 Goldstream, sliding scale 
Lalli Care Clinic - Drug Info, Med. Review, Alt Health - 386-5100, www.lallicareclinic.ca 
Men's Trauma Centre: 381-6367, #203-1420 Quadra St. www.menstrauma.ca 
Outreach Services Methadone Clinic: 2004 Fernwood Rd., 480-1232 

Problem Gambling Help Line - 1-888-795-6111 

Prostitute Empowerment & Education (PEERS): 744 Fairview Rd., 388-5325 
Research, Education, Evaluation, & Support Prog. (REES): 595-8619 

Salvation Army Addictions & Rehab Centre: 525 Johnson, 384-3396 

Seniors’ Advocacy Group - 388-7696 for advive; 360-1068 to be an advocate 
Society of Living Intravenous Drugusers (SOLID): 7-9 pm Weds, 1947 Cook 
Together Against Poverty Society (TAPS): #415 - 620 View Street 361-3521 
Victoria Native Friendship Centre: 384-3211 -- 231 Regina Ave V8Z 1J6 

Victoria Sobering & Assessment Centre: 1125 Pembroke, 213-4444 

Vancouver Island Addiction Recovery Soc.: 536 Cecelia, 480-1342 

Youth-to-Youth Support Line - 24 hours. Confidential. 386-TALK, www.youthlines.ca 
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HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENT 





Island Lens: A : 
: sk The Herbalist 
LOG & FLOG DISPLACES FOREST LAND 
By Richard Boyce by James Christian 
I just walked through the ‘not-a-clear-cut’ logged area between Qualicum Beach and Dear J ames, 
Coombs. The second growth forest, once considered a buffer from previous logging, I would prefer to take Herbal Medicines in the 
has just been leveled. ‘Single stem variable retention logging’ at its finest. Like form of a tea. Is there anything I should be aware 


sentinels left standing on a bleak and desolate landscape, a few deformed trees remain. | of when taking Herbal Teas to increase their effectiveness? 
A jumble of stumps, exposed root-balls, shattered trunks, branches, and exposed 

ground cover are all that 
remain. 


Janice, Victoria 


Dear Janice, 
Water from Hamilton Marsh 


flows directly into this 
wasteland on its way into 
French Creek. Heavy rains 

are flushing the silt, mud, and 
debris exposed by this logging 
operation into the tributaries 
of French Creek. Down stream 
are salmon enhancement 
projects, community water 
intakes, housing for thousands, 
and banks subject to erosion 
and collapse when run-off 
swells the creek. 


Thank you very much for your question. There are a lot of people in 

your position that take herbal medicines in the form of a tea for various 
reasons. Some of the basic reasons are that they don’t like the alcohol in 
tinctures or that the taste of decoctions are too strong. Teas are easy to 
prepare and easy to take, but there are things that you have to be aware of 
when taking teas as medicine. 


The first issue is with quality control at the source. Unfortunately there 
are companies out there that are tapping into the lucrative natural health 
industry with no real expertise as to what constitutes a medicine and what 
is just simply a flavourful drink. One of the problems with quality is that 
companies will purchase the dried plant material left over after other 
herbal products have been made — such as essential oils. The problem with 
this is that the medicinal qualities of the plant have all been removed so 
This area is owned by Island : — es : you are left with inactive plant material that may have a nice taste but no 
Timberlands, which is owned ea = er e R] | real healing qualities to it. So be sure that the company you buy your teas 
by Brascan, which has changedSS IT > z from are reputable, use organic materials (preferably) and use the correct 
its name to Brookfield. This parts of the plants (leaf, root, flowers, etc) for a medicinal effect. 


“Global Asset Management 
Company” has just come out 
of a long strike with local 
forestry workers. Having 
logged this area they willbe $ 
selling the land to a real-estate f 
firm. In order for the unnamed Ẹ 
developers to sub-divide and 
sell this land for residential 
and commercial uses they will 
have to apply to the Regional 
District of Nanaimo for 
rezoning permits to take this 
land out of its forest management designation. This will likely be approved unless the 
public takes a stand. 






Once you are sure you have the right brand of tea, you now have to 
prepare it properly to gain the benefit of the plant. You want to avoid using 
the same teapot that you make black tea in due to the reaction of plant 
compounds with the high tannin content in your black tea pot. It is best 
to use ceramic, glass or china pots to boil and steep your tea. The correct 
portion is 1 heaped teaspoon to 1 cup of boiling water. You should let 
herbal teas steep for about 5-10 minutes before consuming. While you 
are steeping the tea it is important to keep a lid or cover over the pot to 
trap the volatile compounds (plant chemicals that will boil away in the 
heat) within the tea. If you do not cover the pot, these compounds will 
leave the tea in the form of steam and the tea will not be as effective as a 
result. Specific teas that should always be covered include Elderflowers, 
Peppermint, Juniper berries, Spearmint, Chamomile and Yarrow. 


There are teas that are beneficial to have hot and then there are some that 
are best suited left to cool. Teas that are drunk hot are usually good for 


According to the Official Community Plan, established by the RDN and dedicated dealing with fevers (diaphoretics) and mucous build-up (expectorants) 
members of this community, this land is specifically reserved for forest management. | jn your lungs during a cold or flu. Sedative teas used to help you sleep at 
The logged area closest to the Inland Highway is part of the RDN Area “G” while night are also beneficial drunk hot. Teas that should be boiled and then 

the clear-cut along what was once the ‘Coombs cut-off’ is in Area “F.” Rezoning left to cool are alteratives, which are plants used to help clean the blood, 
would have to be approved by the RDN Board of Directors, which includes both local | pitters to increase the appetite, diuretics to increase urine flow, vermifuges 
mayors. to expel worms and tonics to stimulate metabolism. There are some teas 
The forest around Hamilton Marsh is also owned by Island Timberlands, which that do not need to be boiled at all, instead they are left in cold water or 
recently rejected a fair market value offer from the Regional District of Nanaimo in milk overnight and drunk the next day. If you need to sweeten your teas, it 
partnership with Ducks Unlimited Canada to purchase the land and protect it as park. | is best to use honey or an unrefined cane sugar. 

Based on the direction Brookfield is taking, all forestland in the area will be logged Finally, now that you have your tea made, how often do you take it? The 
and sold to real estate developers. answer is different for each reason. For sleep, it is best to take it about 
The provincial governments - the NDP initiated this legislation and the BC Liberals 1-2 hours prior to bedtime, for appetite, take just prior to eating a meal. 


boast they have completed the task - claim they have protected 12% of the land base | To calm indigestion, drink Peppermint tea after your meals. Most teas 
as parks. However, the majority of people living on Vancouver Island are concentrated | Can be drunk freely through the day, but for medicinal effects I would 


along a thin corridor along the east coast from Campbell River south. In that area recommend at least 3 cups throughout the day. 

less than 7% of the land has been protected as parks. The primary reason is because There was a point in British history that Herbalists were banned from 
industry and private people own most of the land. administering any form of oral medicine including teas. One Herbalist 
All of the land between Victoria and Courtney along the East Coast of Vancouver got around this by making teas and adding them to foot baths that patients 
Island, along with all land West to a line that runs between Port Renfrew and Port would bathe their feet in. Amazingly, patients received the same benefit as 
Alberni, is privately owned. In 1884 Prime Minister John A. Macdonald convinced if they had drunk the tea! Today Herbalists will still recommend to some 
coal magnate Robert Dunsmuir to build the Esquimalt and Nanaimo Railway, patients to add teas to their baths to help with many conditions especially 


something he had promised the citizens of British Columbia in order for them to join | Sleep aids, skin conditions and stress for children and adults. To do this, 
confederation in 1871. The government in Ottawa paid Dunsmuir $750,000 cash and | Simply brew 2 cups of tea first and add to the running water in the bath, 


2.1 million acres of land on Vancouver Island along with all mineral rights. or place the dried herbs in a muslin cloth and let the herbs sit under the 
running water while the bathtub fills. A great example of this is to use oats 


Over the years the E&N lands were sold to small and large companies as well as to for a milky bath that is great for skin rashes and psoriasis. Enjoy! 


private individuals. As a result this entire Dunsmuir land area is not accessible to the 
general public and remains out of the jurisdiction of all levels of government. Most 
streams, lakes and swamps on the east side the island are held privately, including the Vancouver's olympic village’ 


bed of the water body. under construction... 


One way out of this land squeeze is to limit re-zoning of land to that of the OCP. As it 
stands, the land Island Timberlands has logged is not zoned for housing or commercial 
development. Should they decide to ‘donate’ the entire forest around Hamilton Marsh 
to the RDN as a park, then their development firms may 

_ | have a chance for re-zoning. Until then the limitation of 

| forestland remains in place. 


Contact Electoral Area “F” Director Lou Biggemann and 
Area “G” Director Joe Stanhope at Regional District of 
Nanaimo 6300 Hammond Bay Road Nanaimo, BC V9T 6N2 
as well as Community Planning 954-3798, Planning @rdn. 7 
be.ca 


el 


_ to learn more, chec Aout E "i FfvelEQ2CVahBlA jay, 


Richard Boyce is a documentary filmmaker and photo- 2 flees 
journalist who has spent his life on Vancouver Island. www. in Cs -iig — Sane ‘es i % ha 
islandlens.blogspot.com. —— — — z 
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REGULARS 
Dear Couz, 


Hi Couz: How are things over your way? We’ve 
been here all fall, except for a weekend up Port 
Alberni attending a Tseshaht celebration last fall. Il 
tell you about that next time I write to you. In the 
meantime, I wanted to write to you about a native 
celebration that took place down in “Our Place,” the 
drop-in centre that Reverend Al has set up for street 
people. “Our Place” decided to hold a special day to 
honour Aboriginal peoples. As anyone could come 
for lunch and native cultural entertainment, I decided 
to go. 


Once in the door, I felt out of place. Yep, I know 
they said that all were welcome, but it was hard for 
me to just GO, in spite of my on-going interest in 
native affairs and my wish to learn more about urban 
First Peoples. Would I be told that I didn’t belong? 
Would anyone talk to me? I am sure that you are 
surprised that I would feel like that, but hey, Couz, I 
am only human! I was out of my comfort zone. 


I sat down at the first available table that I saw that 
had a vacant seat. It was late morning, and lunch 
was being organized, thanks to local businesses who 
had donated food. A few people scattered quickly 
as soon as I sat down at their table. After a while 

I spotted a native guy who looked as if he might 

be part of the cultural group, so over I went to sit 
beside him. No, he didn’t move away, and he was 
respectful to me as we talked back and forth before 
the drumming began. 


The cultural entertainment was great: short, 
meaningful speeches, blessings for the food, 
drumming and dancing. These people are Coast 
Salish, Couz, very different culturally from our 
Nuu-chah-nulth tribes up Port Alberni way. Their 
reserves are from the Brentwood area of Victoria and 
the area nearer to the B.C. Ferry dock. They have 
ties with the Interior Salish peoples over Washington 
and Idaho way. You can see that their dances are 
more like the prairie dancing, rather than like the 
dancing of the Nuu-chah-nulth tribes. Of course, 
Couz, among the “off-reserve” natives, there are 
people from tribes all across Canada and the U.S.A. 
living in downtown Victoria. 


Each singer took a turn leading the other singers. 
Some of them also took turns dancing to the 
singing and drumming. Soon I was singing along 
too, attempting to keep in tune with the simple but 
powerful melodies and rhythms. Oh, I love to do 
that! It is so good for the soul! 


Then a very touching thing happened. A very shaky 
native guy from the street population got up to join 
the singers. One of the singers gave him his drum to 
encourage him to be part of the group. Hesitantly, 
he began to drum softly, accompanied by the others. 
The guy who now had no drum kept time by silently 
cupping one palm over the other. The shaky guy 
began to drum louder. Then he began to sing, first, 
softly, in a craggy old voice, then louder. They 
continued to accompany him. It was obvious that 
this guy had once “known his culture” as they say, 
but had strayed away from it. 


In the end, the guy became 
a little rambunctious, but 
hey, that’s a given, Couz, 
considering what he had 
done that day! You know 
how it is, once you’ve 
accomplished something 
really big in your life, it 

is hard NOT to be ona 
high...at least that’s how it 
works with me. 


I said to the guy beside 
me, who was obviously 
someone who knew all 
the singers and was there 
to support them: “....it’s 
been a long time since 
he’s sung, hasn’t it.” He 
nodded his head. I hope 
that experience will help 
the street man to begin his 
healing journey. 


Lunch was then served. 
We were in long lineups 
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by Jennifer Hastie 


waiting to help ourselves. 
The lineups moved quickly. 
Feeling right at home by 
this time, I was small- 
talking with those around me. Some guys were very 
tense as they waited for the meal—no wonder, given 
their situation where they would have been very 
hungry and out of sorts when they don’t have proper 
home facilities to get presentable in the morning. 
But all went well. Reverend Al hopes to make 
Aboriginal day at Our Place an annual event. 





Last week I read that the Ahousaht people from 

the Nuu-chah-nulth area north-west of Tofino 

were saddened to learn about the numbers of their 
people who live on the streets of Victoria. Their 
caring hearts made them make a special trip all the 
way down here— why, the journey would take 2 4 
hours before they ever even reached Port Alberni, 
then, another 3 hours to make it to Our Place. The 
Ahousahts served a special seafood feast to all of 
those who are homeless, not just those from their 
extended families. They also provided cultural 
entertainment after the meal. I was not able to attend 
this luncheon, but I read in the newspaper that they 
feel that their lost ones down here are still a part of 
their families. They care for them regardless of their 
life situation today. 


My letter to you today is about caring, Couz. Just 
look what happened to poor Robert Dziekanski in 
our airport. Why didn’t someone, anyone, a traveller 
or a passerby, reach out to Walter or his Mother? It 
IS possible to communicate with another human 
being even if we don’t speak the same language. It 
happens frequently all over the world to us, Couz, 
when we travel. Even in cities with bad reputations, 
like Mexico City, or in huge urban areas, like Seoul 
with 11+ million people, we have found people 
caring enough to question if we need any help. I am 
sad to report that when we travel in Canada or the 
USA, we do not find people reaching out to us. 


The human family comes first in so many other 
cultures. Rules, procedures, and fear come second 
to genuine concern for another human. You know, 
Couz, we don’t have to give money to show that 
we Care, we just have to keep our eyes open and 
have the courage to approach someone in distress. 
We must try to find help for that person. A caring, 
respectful approach to another member of the human 
family goes a long way to help someone feel better. 
Had Robert received this support from someone, 
he may have had the courage to ask an official 
where his Mom was, for he would have known that 
someone cared enough about him to reach out to 
him. Perhaps, then, he would still be alive today. 


Why has Canada lost its way? We cannot legislate 
this kind of caring. We cannot leave it up to officials 
or employees. It begins with us. 


Jennifer and her husband live in Victoria today. 
She is a healthy, active senior who enjoys writing 
volunteer articles for various publications. 


A gathering in Vancouver BC (Nov 07), to protest the closure 
of the low-income Dominion Hotel - one of many that will be 
converted as we approach the 2010 Olympics. 


20. 
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New Year’s Revelations 
by cyann ray 


This is the beginning of a somewhat monumental 
year for me. It is the year I turn fifty. And although 
my feet and back would likely disagree, it sure 
doesn’t feel like I’ve been around that long. 


January often motivates people to make a positive 
change or two for the fresh year ahead and I’m 
feeling particularly compelled to make some 
significant resolutions. To seek improvement, or 

at least improved understanding. To move forward 
with grander steps and greater insight. Surely these 
last five decades have prepared me for such growth. 


Alas, I fear there are several valid concerns 
interfering with any optimistic, forward journey. 
Over the years these matters have fueled much of 
my writing for Victoria Street Newz.The venting is 
very therapeutic and I’m always hoping to light a 
fire under others, perhaps spurring them into action. 


Regular readers will already be familiar with my 
core complaints: Smokers, bad drivers, bicycle 
safety, lousy parents, counter-productive drug laws 
(and dog laws!), consumerism in a finite world, 
slumlords, and treating poverty as a crime rather 
than as a condition brought on by capitalistic social 
policies. These issues have been weighing me 
down. 


I’m going to succinctly unload these burdens onto 
page for my faithful and varied readers to ponder. 
Sharing these concerns at a time when most folks 
are open to making positive changes may just result 
in some overall community or global improvement. 
Hey ... change has to start somewhere, even with 
the tiniest of steps. Here we go...things to consider 
this year: 


When are people going to realize there is nothing 
cool or attractive about cigarettes and quit 
supporting one of the world’s largest drug dealers? 
Besides ... you people really STINK! 


How many kids have to die from wrapping their 
parents’ cars around a pole before we realize the 
dangerous potential of motor vehicles? When are 
we going to figure out that granting licenses to 
children and the unskilled harms EVERYONE! 


When are we going to fully accept that bikes are 
part of the global solution and deserve safe passage 
on the roads? 


When will procreation be taken seriously and we 
put an end to ‘baby-making’ as a happenstance of 
irresponsible, recreational sex? Parenthood is a 
vital act that should be reserved for those up for the 
commitment. 


How many more steps backward will Stephen 
Harper take before he accepts the reality that 
prohibition doesn’t work and that spending another 
trillion dollars on the “drug war” is INSANE!!! 
(When will we start voting for truly progressive 
politicians?). 


When are we going to do away with the Nazi dog 

cops and hire instead professionals who understand 
that dogs can be effectively controlled thru years of 
training and not just a leash. STOP HARRASSING 


| responsible dog owners. 


When are people going live like they understand 
that the world is a finite resource and stop 
overconsumption and overproduction? LESS IS 
MORE! 


How can it be legal for slumlords to operate? How 
can it be okay to own rodent-infested buildings, 
collect exhorbitant rents and never clean or hire an 
exterminator? 


And how can it possibly be okay that so many 
poor folks are suffering horribly on the streets 
when there is ample indoor accommodation? How 
can two people living in 3,000 sq.ft. while dozens 
huddle for survival under a tree feel justified? 
There is LOTS of space for the rich and nothing 
but dumps run by slumlords available for the poor. 
(And those are the LUCKY poor!!). 


Well...I feel better. Happy birthday to me! Sorry 
if ’ ve bummed some of you out, but let’s face it 
- there’s alot out there that needs fixing. I’m just 
hoping that this is the year it happens. 
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POLITICAL NEWZ & OPINIONZ 
We’ve Been Experted 


by Brian Mason 





I recently attended a lecture on “optimal 
climate policy” by UVic professor Peter 
Kennedy which made me both sad and 
angry. Sad because of the conclusion he 
left his audience with that day — and angry 
because, well, that took me a few more 
weeks to figure out. As a PhD economist, 
Kennedy could be considered an expert; 
in fact, he was introduced as an advisor to 
provincial and national governments and 
the World Bank. Thinking about this in 
view of his conclusion led me to the root of 
my anger: Our culture’s growing reliance 


Michael M’Gonigle’s book Planet U (co- 
written with Justine Starke) for a bit of an 
eye-opener. He wonders why universities, 
despite sitting on all that expert knowledge, 
can’t run environmentally sustainable 
campuses. If you don’t believe him, 
wander up to UVic one day: See leaf 
blowers in action, huge parking lots 
overflowing with cars, campus food outlets 
using styrofoam containers to serve food 
imported from far beyond the boundaries 
of the 100 Mile Diet, bottled water at 
university functions (and in vending 


Voting for Electoral Reform - 
the 2009 Referendum 


by Hendrik de Pagter 


on the advice of experts. We have elevated machines), and on and on. 


them to the status of authority figures. It was the post-Second World War arms 


and space races between the United States 
and Russia that were most responsible 

for creating our world of experts. 
Unprecedented levels of government 
funding were poured into the maths and 
sciences during this time. It gave us 

a knowledge explosion, ongoing still 

— one with plenty of fallout. Wisdom, 
unfortunately, was over-looked. 


At the end of a typical PowerPoint 
presentation, which organised his 
knowledge into little boxes, Kennedy 
concluded — and this is what made me sad 
— that we need more nuclear and coal-fired 
electricity generation. That’s provided we 
can successfully capture and sequester 

the carbon emissions from burning coal 

— which means finding ways to safely hide 
them for a long time. And all this because 
our level of greenhouse gas emissions is 
so high that we have to bring it to a virtual 
halt within a few years if we are to have 
any chance of stabilising earth’s climate 
and preventing catastrophe. 


On November 10 about 100 people from all political persuasions 
(except, perhaps, anarchists) gathered at UBC for an electoral reform 
conference to prepare for a second referendum on a reformed electoral 
system for B.C. The 

referendum will happen at the same time as the next B.C. election, 
May 12, 2009. 


The Single Transferable Vote electoral system will be voted on by 
BC voters. Once again, it will require 60% overall approval and 
50% approval in at least 60% of BC’s electoral districts. In the last 
referendum 58% of voters approved STV, as did an overwhelming 
97.5% of electoral districts, but this was not deemed enough by the 
Campbell government, which had imposed a “super-majority” on 
the voters of B.C. None of the three main party leaders in the 2005 
election voiced strong support for STV. 


Science has an obsessive need to try to 
understand how everything works by 

ever more reductively classifying the 
world around it. It just keeps sub-dividing 
knowledge, apparently without end, 
creating experts (and authorities) as it goes. 
Alas for us, the world is not so neatly 
divided: It is a unity, a whole. To approach 
it otherwise is insane, and makes us do 
insane things. Local philosopher-poet Jan 
Swicky has summarised it well in her work 
on metaphor: Wisdom isn’t just knowing 
more; the wise, unlike the knowledge 
accumulators, are good at letting go. 
Whereas knowledge runs, wisdom takes its 
time to have a look around. 


So there you have it. An expert in his 
field, one who advises governments, is 
arguing that the planet’s last, best hope lies 
in greater use of two dreaded sources of 
energy. How can this be? 


STV is not difficult to understand. Under STV, voters elect more than 
one member per riding. (Victoria would be a 5 or 7 candidate riding.) 
Voters mark their ballots in order of preference, 1, 2, 3, etc. When a 
candidate has enough first-choice votes to be mathematically sure of 
election, her supporters’ second, third, etc. choices are redistributed 

to decide who else will be elected. This ensures voters a much greater 
likelihood that a candidate they support will also be elected in a multi- 
candidate riding. In most federal and provincial “first-past-the-post” 
elections, the winning party gets around 40% of the vote, but 100% 

of the power. 660,000 voters chose the Green Party in the last federal 


It’s not as though Kennedy didn’t consider 
alternatives; he did, then quickly dismissed 
each one in turn. Renewables such as solar, 
tidal and wind energy? They’ll never 

meet more than a tiny percentage of world 


election but their votes did not count: no Greens got elected. Yet 1.6 
million Bloc Québécois voters elected 51 MPs! So, there is a lot of 
imbalance in results and unfairness to voters with our current system. 


During the conference, we learned that STV was decided upon by 
the Citizens’ Assembly, a random selection of 160 ordinary British 
Columbians who became experts in electoral systems and listened to 
the complaints of 

fellow citizens demanding change in our electoral system. The 
result of their year-long study was STV. Victorians, who witness the 


energy needs. Reduce our demands for 
energy? No way. Significantly decrease 
human population within a few decades? 
Impossible. And don’t expect carbon 
trading and taxing schemes to carry the 
load, either; politicians haven’t exactly 
embraced these policies. Nor have 
regulatory standards been effective at 
getting us to reduce our greenhouse gas 
emissions. Tinker with the biosphere by 
planting more trees or seed the oceans 


Just a little more science, just a little more 
technology — that’s right, just a little more 
expertise — and we think we can tweak our 
way out of the mess we’re in. Somehow 
we’re expected to be comforted by expert 
opinion on an issue, even when the experts 
can’t agree among themselves. After all, 
they’re supposed to know what they’re 
talking about. Even more to the point, it 
doesn’t help that we’ve all been educated 
not to question authority. 


nastiness of the Legislature up close, supported STV with the highest 
result in BC, 65%. 


In this new referendum battle, the government will fund both No and 
Yes sides. Big business and the two political parties that have held 
power (Liberals and NDP) can be counted on to oppose this step 
toward greater democracy. The conference, however, gave reason for 
optimism. The more ordinary British Columbians learned about the 
Citizen’s Assembly and 

how STV works, the more they supported it. That’s why it’s important 


with fertilizer to promote the growth of 
phytoplankton (which would supposedly 
absorb carbon dioxide)? These strategies 
have unpredictable consequences. 
Humans, in other words, won’t be able to 
manage their way out of this crisis. So we 
were left with coal and nuclear. 


History’s greatest thinkers have been 
generalists, not knowledge specialists. 
They were intelligent and wise observers, 
although this had little to do with how 
much or how little knowledge there was 

in the world at the time — or with how 
much of it they knew. Rather their wisdom 


As with most professors, Kennedy is a came from their attitude and orientation 


to start an education campaign now. Anyone who wants to help create 
a fairer voting system and a much more accurate reflection of voters’ 
intentions in the Legislature can contact Fair Voting BC at www. 
fairvotingbc.com. If you want to see an animation of how STV works, 
check out www.citizensassembly.bc.ca/public/extra/animations.xml. 


Hendrik de Pagter is a hospital social worker, electoral reform 
activist and a member of the Green Party. 


specialist. These are people who want to 
know more and more about less and less 

— that’s why they’re considered experts in 
their (narrow) field. Esoteric knowledge is 
their stock-in-trade. Universities, for the 
most part, are organised into specialised 
departments. They have been so successful 
at this objective that it’s considered 
noteworthy when two or more departments 
collaborate on a subject. It’s given special 
names, like interdisciplinary study or 


towards the world. These gave them a 
rare ability to see — and, more importantly, 
to question — what was happening around 
them as if looking down at it from a great 
height. They were true and deep listeners, 
something we need now more than ever. 
In First Nations’ cultures, they’re called 
elders. 


More than anything else, it’s been the 
power of the knowledge explosion and the 


sway of human experts that have brought 
our civilisations and the environment to the 
brink of collapse in a little over fifty years. 
Mind you, the faster industrial civilisation 
comes down, the better off the planet will 
be. So perhaps there is an argument for 
continuing to let the experts run loose. 
Why not madly build those nuclear and 
coal-fired power plants? We can’t let 
China have all the fun. 


Submitted by Brian Mason, who thinks, 
generally, and wants an expert doing his 
next root canal. 


Baw a a 


research cluster. 


vs 


Yet even when this does happen, the result 
is not always pretty. For instance, I heard 
a CBC radio discussion among university 
students in Edmonton who were taking a 
business course about the oil sands. One of 
the students in this interdisciplinary course 
happened to be an ecology major. Believe 
it or not, she was feeling more receptive 
towards the carnage happening in northeast 
Alberta now that she had been exposed to 
“other perspectives” in the course. 


ee 
aa s 
mort 


m an aa r 


Da == 
7 vee mie. 
mS Oiw eee = at 


« 
SE 


mt 
orm 


as } 


ova 


g 
s 


ane 


The expertise factor also plays out in other 
interesting ways. Just read UVic professor 
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STREET MUZINGS 


A Note from Victoria’s 
Coalition to End All 
Homelessness .... 


We would like to take this opportunity 
to thank a group of concerned business 
people for sponsoring our monthly 
Power Lunches. 


This Community Cares! Thanks to 


Alex Campbell, Bill Johnson, 
Bruce Courtnall, Joe VanBelleghem, 
Matt McNeil, Mike Jawl, Rob Reid, Russ 
Courtnall, Diane Carr and 
Jane McCannell. 


Without their support the energy and 


time that our committee invests would 
be more taxing on ourselves. Since 

this group has supported us with the 
lunches we have seen the number of 
people needing to be fed increase up to 
159. Even at this number we have run 
out of food, but never out of people. 


The Committee to End All 
Homelessness is still meeting every 
Wednesday at 7pm at 1740 Douglas 

St (at Herald) - Silver Threads. 


We will have be searching for more 
funding for our power lunches. If you 
can help please contact Phil Lyons at 
plyons@vcn.bc.ca or attend one of our 
meetings. 





Nicholas 


| saw the moon through the snow tonight. 
It rained down cold, the snow, 
In tiny crystal clusters. 


One billion moons swept my car as | drove 
And covered the road so thick 
That the black ground was soft and soft white. 


A solitary truck 
Swirled nebulae about me 
That followed for a mile. 


In the noisy silence of my car 
| wondered about an old man that | had seen 
Who wore broken glasses and 





Mental Health 


They are calling poor man lazy 
social misfit and crazy. 
Not knowing that poverty 
can not be a benefit 
to anyone's mental health. 


And they are keeping on 
increasing their wealth. 
On the account of those 

whom they are criticizing. 


© Miroslav Vlcek 2007 





PIE A LA MODE 


In the corner of my eye 


And when my loving mate 
Asks questions of its fate ... 


A Christmas Story 


Christmas is coming more faster and furious with each coming 
year. 


Christmas is a most mystical, joyous, Blessed, Christian, and 
economically prosperous time of the year. While for many it 
can be a dreaded, lonely, stressed, self indulgent and depressed 
time of despair. The advertisements on the boob tube and the 
stores encourage the gullible shopper to buy more, more, more. 
Buy this for the kids, Mother, Grandma, Father, Grandpa, and 
more dysfunctional relatives in store, not to mention the special 
pampered paramour! Come to the mall, 20, 10, 5, 2, 1 shopping 
days left and leave the little darlings at Santa’s stall. 


While the other half check out the handouts at the local Mustard 
Seed, Sally Ann and St. Vinnie bin. On the seedier side of town, 
Old Buster, the mean old seasoned cop on the beat is upset ‘cause 
he’s left to work Christmas Eve on this Skid Row street when 
he’d rather be at home, chasing the wife, giving the kids heck, 
and feeding his face with Christmas Goose. 


This gun toting old Santa Claus has to catch law-offenders on the 
loose. Who will this self-proclaimed Porcine King of the coffee 
shop and the Donut maid rag on this Christmas Night? Will it be 
the Devious Doper? The Sorry Moper? Daisy-Sue, the over the 
hill dime a dance trollop or her peculiar procurer with the hard 
hitting wallop? Or Hugo the Riotous Ostentatious Street drunk 
who travels no less with two carts of junk? Maybe the spirit of 
Christmas will touch old Buster’s heart and he might encourage 
these poor souls to a fresh new start. 


What is the real meaning of Christmas? Is it a big splashy indu 
Megiloh sprinkled with all the tinsel and the other tacky niceties 
and good cheer? 


That 1930s Vintage Vamp of High Camp, Mae West invites Santa 
to come up and see her and purrs “Put the Loot in the Boot” 
while Elvis has got the blues and sings Blue Christmas as if he 
got stranded in Heartbreak Hotel. Is it about Reindeers and Santa 
Claus and Snowmen or about that miraculous Prince of Peace 
who came for all men? 


It’s Jesus’ Birthday or so the scriptures tell and the Joyous Strains 
of Praises and angelic Choirs can be heard high above the church 
bell or highest church spire. 


There's a piece of apple pie, No matter your circumstances this Christmas, how happy, joyous, 
And in the near by-and-by | or grim. There’s always someone worse off, maybe her or him. 


I am going to have a try 


To see if I can make it skate | Think of that precious Babe born in lowly surroundings and out 
A little closer to my plate, in the cold with wise men bringing him frankincense myrrh and 


Savour the season and remember the reason. 


gold. Jesus never wore any Tommy Hillfiger designer clothes and 
did not attend university or drive a car. But He is loved, revered, 
and adored near and far. So think about His message and the 


“Oh! (Burp!) Is that reason you’re here - to present a gift by giving a poor soul a lift. 
what I just ate?” 


And then you’ll enjoy and share the Spirit of Christmas Past by 
celebrating the precious gift of Jesus that will always last! 





: o. By Don Parker Merry Christmas Buster, Daisy Sue, Hugo and, oh yes, Elvis, 
Carried a bag and a box and a stick; . Bing and Mae, wherever you are, but most of all Happy Birthday 
And needed new boots to wear in the cold winter night Jesus. Merry Christmas everyone and to all a Peaceful Good 
So he could walk with the moon at his feet. Night. 
James Robertson from the infamous Mark Idczak 
Tricked By The Plastic Flickering 
Tricked by the flickering plastic strip mall light of faint 
WHAT COMES AROUND praise He’s gotten religion His scrotum bursting hymns hum 


What comes around, goes around, 
Karma's on a wheel 
You get what you dish out, my friend, 
here ain't no way to steal 
Everything's vibrations, 
nothing is for real 
Playing music on the street 
in old Victoria town 
The liquor stores been taken by the famine relief crowd 
I’m fortunate to have enough to keep my stomach full 
Tomorrow night is soon enough to finish up the pull 
Besides I need to do a load of laundry anyway 
Maybe they have something cheap in that Italian café 
The lady there who waits on me says if I’ve got the time 
She'd like to fix me a full meal, if I wouldn't mind 
So next there's this big dinner sitting on my plate 
“On the house!” she whispers as I stuff it in my face 
The wheel of fortune turns within the wheel of Karma true 
Everyone gets fed and warm and caring brings it back to you 
Together two can carry more than two alone can do 
And folks in Ethiopia who need that money bad 
Got a little bit from me and giving makes me glad 
It was more than nourishment for body, mind and soul 
The ones who gave me dinner made it whole... 





Jim Erkiletian 
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relentlessly He empties his bursting bladder there Served cheese 
near Jesuses He hovers eats off paper plates uses plastic forks/ 
knives In the tinsel entranceway a Hollywood red carpet fawning 
audience roped off - clap Whistles from back back-slaps ‘well 
done lad’ offers of support ‘good lucks’ - more Pink clicking 
carousels circus bells whistles songbirds He hit jackpot heaven 
- home Choir from Parcel-Wrapping stamp feet songsters organ- 
moister grunt an grind Down from pulpit’s steel spiral staircase 
Junior Minister A lays hands on a shoulder Shaped like a boulder 
recently rolled down some mountainside with booming voice 
Pigeons crows seagulls burnt electi-fried hit the sky the mall 
roof no longer home In the mall pond a gathering throng throw 
garlands of napkin garlic and popcorn He gathers His fingers in 
his pockets gathers His thoughts on his Blackberry screen Opens 
mouth and says: ‘nothing’ swallows popcorn some ice cream then 
screams He throws-up his belly sinks down to the size of a burst 
bag from a vacuum cleaner Audience scramble search their book 
of the day for thought of the day there’s none He wipes his lips 
off of vomit debris flotsam popcorn dribble 
some mash potato Then gone. 
Like a miracle 


© Paul Burnside Dec 3, 07 


editor’s note: Paul wishes to extend a hearty 
holiday thank you to the generous donors who 
anonymously filled his Cool-Aid dental account 
so he can have a new front tooth! 
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SOME STREET NEWZ FRIENDS AND SUPPORTERS 


CASCADIA MASSAGE THERAPY 


DAVID BAR OFF, BA, JD, RMT 


© 



















Healing BeartH 


James Christian 
B.SC. (Herbal Medicine), MNIMH, R 


Medical Herbalist 


ww.cascadiamassagetherapy.com 1781 McKenzie Avenue 
Victoria, BC V8N 146 


book online (250) 472-2016 


ere 
D BIKE SALES 
Victoria, BC 250-920-8351 


medicaLherbalist@yahoo.ca REPAIRS 


askaherbalist.ca 5 sA, 
Carole James and the 


en “The trick is Opposition believe 
Dharma teachings and retreats in what one Sume O pive BG $ 


emphasizes. lowest-paid workers 
We either make i oe 
* Deep relaxation * * Meditation * ourselves Tt NE r Learn more, read the 
* Spiritual videos * * Discussion * miserable, or we WAGE fepuation,anciaEn 
make ourselves| || IT'S ABOUT THE BASICS "h° Petition at: 
Wednesdays, 7 pm SHARP happy. The www.opposition.bc.ca/en/minimumwage 
: ` Donation $5 amount of work 
Bike trailers is the same.” 1020 Hillside Avenue 


Meetings will be held on Jan 9 and 16. ; Victoria, V8T 2A3 
for every person & NO P until ee 27, Carlos Ph.: 250 360 2023 


purpose J Bav New Hori a me A Sl e a n 
ames a ew orizons “4 WWW.0 osition.Dc.ca 

766 Handy Road, Mill Bay Senor Centre S ; 
(250) 743-9915 234 Menzies St. | Rob Fleming, MLA 


: Victoria - Hillside 
tonystrailers.com Info: OpenDharmaBC@yahoo.com 


Contact Tony to sponsor a trailer (250) 360-0052 : - 
for a homeless person or ‘binner. Since 1994, INSP has brought opportunity and hope 


to over 250,000 homeless people around the world. 
Denise Savoie 


sÀ 
Member of Parliament for Victoria aon (| E 
970 Blanshard taa cory 80 Street Papers 


363-3600 35 Countries 
www.denisesavoie.ca WwW, By 1 United Voice Against Poverty 


David Baroff, RMT, has proposed a fundraising offer for 
Street Newz: he will donate 50% of his regular massage 
rate for treatments on those who identify themselves 
as Street Newz supporters. (So, if someone books a one- 
hour massage for $70 and tells David they wish to suppport 
Street Newz, he'll donate $35 back to the paper.) This offer 
will be held open until March 31, 2008. 





Pledge your support for 250, 000 more. 


= 70 fo www. sireel-papers_ og ie dona == 











Central America Support Committee | Victoria 
CASC Street 


Join us fint Wednesday of every month: 
7:30 PM upstairs et 1923 Rerwood Rood Newz 
Email: com ielus neil 
Phone: 598-7490 January 
Web: hitp://cor.communityplps.org/ circulation: 


1300 
P Café Sapalos Fide iiasal ais 


available by the cup or pound 


Jim Butler and Larry Gagnon accept requests for 
and contributions of used computer components. 
They'll rebuild and redistribute internet capable 
computers. 





N =) Free indefinite loan to low or no income people. 


For more info 
call Jim at 474-3446 























Sophisticated | pill n l “No 

i ‘a ws i 

Dentist o dark horse books ||" 

eae ye ? 623 johnson street || news.” 
(250)386-8736 


Patient 7 il at aa x i 3 is Ludovic 
; of _ quasi-alternative, Halevy, 
Ta unusual and eclectic born 


me 
wa 


DOCTOR DEANNA GEDDO DDS | aaf © Sun. Mon,Tues: 12-5 || January 
a wE We. Thurs,Fri,Sat: 10-6 || 1, 1834 


250-389-0669 Victoria’s BIG little bookshop. 
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Victoria Join the Team !! 
Earn Money! Become a vendor. Sell Victoria Street Newz! 
Q T d @ @ Í N @ W Z For info about that call John at 886-9863 


or visit him at his office” outside Coast Capital near Fort on Douglas Street. 








Vendor Newz 


The vendors send a big 
huge thank you to Christina, 
Gordon, and Rita, for their 
thoughtful gifts, and to 
everyone who's supporting 


Distribution 


Street Newz is 
sold by a very 
important team of 
licensed vendors 
who sign a code of 
conduct. They buy 


the newspapers them by buying the 
for $.50 each, newspaper. 

and resell them These folks work hard, 
by donation, 


and there's always a 
need for warm ear muffs, 
toques, gloves, warm 
socks, holeless boots, long 
johns, and umbrellas, and a 
special request for a folding 


to encourage 
a sliding-scale 
economy that’s 
inclusive and offers 
people a choice. 












js 00 


Behind the Be portable chair. 
: : | II 383- i 
Scenez Rick Tedêbok John Richard dr eral a 
Street Newz is ‘File j com, or talk to a vendor if you 











a project of the 4 fi can help... 
Bread and Roses th Ae Thanks! 
Collective - a ATAT Vendors WH ERE YOUR Anything 
registered not-for 4 pay 50 extra 
l The Street Newz team 
prontagciety: cents MON EY GOE S goes welcomes three new vendors: 
Board of Directorz for each directly Dallas, Earl, and Joe. 
James Rowe, Street to the J Ta i 
Landon Downs, = a 3 ~~ lo ou can find Street Newz 
Lisa Helps, Sean Newz. = l ; = Vendors at Douglas & Fort, 
Larry Wartels, Together, A i Income Douglas & Yates, London 
Janine Banderol this pays alá i ~ P vendor Drugs on Yates, Blanshard St., 
Advisorz & for the _ Aug ce ' working James Bay Thrifty’s, Quadra 
Volunteerz Street = mM: to Village, Cook St. Village, and 
Colin Dower, Brian Newz distribute other places around town. 
Mason, Jen Hastie, Sone ory h 
George Simich, Chris printing the Street Newz vendors work 
Cook, Jim Lauder costs. paper. their own hours and establish 
= their own workplaces. 
7 THE SNZ BOOKS Oct Nov Dec 
meauer: A HUGE THANK YOU !! 
nterim eport Street Newz Revenue 1800 January Street Newzes 
December 2007 are brought to you by: 
ecember 200 Paper Sales (from vendors) 600.00 580.00 533.00 g AN 
2007 nate the first year HERE on or ie : r me l < ‘ a0 l ao New or Renewed Subscribers: 
ublished an issue per month and the ifts (incl in-kin ; ; : : , ; 
diende was well recelyed by the public. The Advertising 20.00 0.00 0.00 A a ari 5 E E E A 
7 í i Subscriptions 105.00 210.00 655.00 [eyes sce 
team's notable achievements include strong Bread 4 R D l SNZ 700.00 S0000 70000 McQueen 
support from the community in the form of rea oses Donation to i ' ' i ; 
subscriptions, donations and steady sales. Total Street Newz Revenue 1645.00 2945.00 2338.00 (Creative Contributors: 
Subscriptions in 2007 were almost double Cameron Ward, George Simich, Janine 
2006 coming in at an a of $2100 and Street Newz Expenses Bandcroft, Chris Cook, Jim Pine, 
donations almost eclipsed $5000. Paper sales . Christina Nikolic, Morthan Streetwiiz, 
were steady at an average of 1400 copiesper Salaries | 700.00 700.00 700.00 Timothy Harris, Lyn X, Tavis Dodds, 
h cat Lee : Paper & Printing Costs 971.34 742.00 571.34 cC'daoim, Christopher Charles Rivers 
issue with minimal promotion of the paper. ; i oim; p! r 
, Office expenses/website 55.84 16.00 46.00 David Johnston, Richard Boyce, James 
PAUE sal budget hasbeen pregara Postage 99.13 96.71 100.62 Christian, Jennifer Hastie, cyann ray, 
ee eee! Total Street Newz Expenses 1426.31 1554.71 1417.96 Hendrik de Pagter, Brian Mason, 
annualized figures based on the 2007 actuals. P Miroslav VIcek, Don Parker, James 
Going forward the income statement and the Street Newz 218.69 1390.29 920.04 Robertson, Mark Idczak, Paul Burnside, 
actuals printed in the Street Newz will reflect ` ' ' Jim Erkiletian, Landon Downs 
a new financial reporting structure; The Bread Bread & Roses Revenue , 
and Roses and the Street Newz will be shown Extra generous supporters: ; 
as separate and consolidated entities. Thenew Grants 0.00 0.00 0.00 Ea Me as x PAURE AE 
format should provide greater transparency Total Bread & Roses Revenue 0.00 0.00 0.00 ikoli i i j 
and facilitate reading of the statements. kone Ruri LUISE] ACU) 
The two areas the Street Newz is Bread & Roses Expenses With Special thanks to: 
focusing on improving this coming yearare Bus Tickets (2 for 1) 40.50 _ 40.50 40.50 John Chomyn and all the vendors and 
its public awareness and ability to attract Street Newz Donation 700.00 700.00 700.00 Writers and Nancy the cycling delivery 
more vendors enabling the paper to expand person, the Bread and Roses Collective, 
its geographic reach. The first goal will be Total Bread & Roses Expenses 740.50 740.50 740.50 Colin Dower, Brian Mason, Charles 
accomplished by implementing promotional Boylan, ea ee R AR 
initiatives such as new shirts for vendors and F F i Susan Tychie, Joe @ North Park Bikes, 
a k Bread & Roses 740.50 -740.50 740.50 Rose & Kate, Kay & Rory, Rachelle, 
fund raising campaigns. The second goal : Liz, Shirley Hollingsworth, Canadian 
has been more problematic in the past but Consolidated (Street Newz + B&R) -521:81 0649:79 179;54 Community Housing Foundation, CFUV 
with greater awareness and involvement in 
community events it is hoped more candidates Bread & Roses Bank Balance 2152.72 2766.81 2126.31 And anyone I may have 
will emerge. overlooked - thanks - it wouldn't 
Best Regards, Landon Downs, Treasurer be the same without you. 





INTERNATIONAL AFFILIATION r — = = rc — — 
Victoria Street Newz is a proud member of the TO PLEDGE YOUR SUPPORT | Subscriptions 


North American Street Newspaper Association Street Newz does not have charitable status, While Street Newz vendors appreciate your 


and the International Network of Street gh ` di ae i 
irect purchases, subscriptions and donations 
Papers. The mission of NASNA is to support so we can t Issue tax receipts. l P p l 


N ANE E We do, however, offer various subscription options: help offset production costs. 

and upholds journalistic and ethical standards Individual: $35/yr Name: | 
while promoting self-help and empowerment Low Income: $20/yr | i l 
among people living in poverty. INSP is wee eras. P ` i 

an umbral ordeization that provides d Volume ee (for stir eee or businesses): | ' Address: 

consultancy service for its partner papers and $600/yr for 18 monthly newspapers | City: | 
advises on the setting up of new street papers $300/yr for 9 monthly newspapers p 4 

and supports initiatives for marginalized rovince/State: 

people. Visit NASNA at www.nasna.org or the Make cheques payable to Street Newz and send to l l 


INSP at www.street-papers.org. 1027 Pandora Avenue, Victoria BC V8V 3P6 Thanks!! Postal/Zip: 





